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B 67
DRAFT-08/18/2011
FINAL –08/25/2011
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES
For August 11, 2011 
	Introduction

and

Roll Call
	1.  The Gadsden School Board convened in open session at 5:15 p.m.  President   Craig Ford presided at the meeting held at Sunrise Elementary School Cafeteria.
     Members present:  Craig Ford, Maria Saenz, and Jennifer Viramontes. Gloria Irigoyen arrived at 5:35 p.m.
     Members absent: Daniel Castillo. 

	Pledge &

Mission Statement
	2.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led and recited by Jesse Vasquez, Jocelyn Ponce, Emily Riddell, Leila Cisneros, and Alyssa Herrera. The Mission Statement was read by Mr. Ford.  

	Superintendent's

Report
	3.  Programs, Reports, and Correspondence:

     A.   Superintendent’s Report
            Cecilia Doran, Sunrise Elementary Principal, welcomed everyone.  She introduced Sharon Plunk, music teacher, Ana Serrano, art teacher, and Velia Acosta, Counselor.  Mrs. Doran pointed out crocheted items by the students in the Crochet Club on display.  The Crochet club is funded through Fine Arts money and the Century 21 grant.  Items made by the students are given to preemie babies, cancer patients and VA patients.   Ms. Plunk said that her students would be studying the history of art this year.  Mrs. Acosta said that she does character building exercises with the students and she works with a different grade level per week.  
            Superintendent Nava introduced Shelly Weaver and Anabel Tanabe who are working on an Anti Bullying program that will need to be implemented at every school in the district next school year.  Ms. Weaver introduced Bernice Holguin who worked on gathering information on Anti Bullying programs that are being used in local school districts.  Ms. Holguin said that there are programs that are available with no cost to the district.  
            Deputy Superintendent Yturralde said that Bullying Program PPST had been emailed to all principals.  This program includes lesson plans.  In the student handbook are the policies on bullying and electronic devices which will have to be read to the students by their teachers.  The students will then need to sign a form indicating that they have received instruction on Bullying, Hostile and Offensive Conduct, Cyber Bullying, Electronic Communication Devices, and Sexting as Sexual Harassment.  

            Superintendent Nava said that she and Mr. Yturralde had attended The Bridge meeting where the Early College High School program was discussed.  This program is already in place in Las Cruces Public Schools and they are hoping to implement in our District as well.  
             Superintendent Nava said that at the principals meeting she addressed the ways to improve student data.  She showed a video showcasing the “American Pie” activity that principals, directors, coordinators all participated in to show that improving student data is as easy as pie.  
            Superintendent Nava introduced her family and friends who surprised her by attending the board meeting.  

            Superintendent Nava asked Mr. Suggs to explain the need for a special board meeting on Tuesday, August16, 2011 to discuss the district’s financial plan and the bond sale.  

	Board President
	B.  President: 
      President Ford thanked Mrs. Doran for hosting the board meeting and told her that the Board always supports the fine arts program.  Mr. Ford paid kudos to Mrs. Acosta.

	Board Member’s Reports
	C.  Board Members:   
Vice-President Saenz thanked Mrs. Doran, Ms. Plunk and Mrs. Acosta for the work they do.  Ms. Saenz said that a great counselor is always great for the school.  Ms. Saenz said she went by the DACC location by Chaparral High School on her way to the board meeting and everything looks good.  She thanked Ms. Steinhoff for adding one more classroom to the La Mesa Pre-K.  She said both Mesquite and North Valley were having open house tonight.  Ms. Saenz thanked Ms. Holguin for the Bullying presentation and was hoping for more work to be done to get the program in place.  She said she was looking forward to having the Early College program in the District.  

	
	Secretary Viramontes thanked Mrs. Doran and the teachers for their presentations and said she loved their art work.  She said that The Bridge program and the Early College program were good ideas for the students to take advantage of.  Mrs. Viramontes said she had seen a video on hazing at STHS where her son plays sports.  She said she would be participating in a fun run fundraiser for STMS and STHS on Saturday.  The money raised at this event will go into a general fund to support athletics at both STMS and STHS.  

	
	Gloria Irigoyen apologized for arriving late.  She was at a previous meeting and this was the first time she has come to Sunrise Elementary.  Ms. Irigoyen thanked everyone for being in attendance and congratulated Mrs. Doran and her staff on a beautiful school.  

	
	Daniel Castillo – absent 

	Student Representative
	D.  Student Representative 
 and Mr. Alfredo Holugin, director of Maintenance.

	Personnel Report
	E. The personnel report is included for the Board’s information with no action required.                                         

	Modification

of the Agenda
	4.  Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to approve the agenda as is without modifications.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.

	School Board Minutes
	5.  Ms. Saenz made a motion to approve the minutes for July 28, 2011.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.        

	Consent Agenda
	6.   Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.       

	Open Forum
	7.   Open Forum:   
      Ruben Segura, Dr. David Garcia and Art Ruiloba addressed the board urging them to do a national search for the superintendent’s position.        

	
	8.  Action Items:  

	El Paso Electric Easement at Berino Elementary
	A. Ms. Saenz made a motion to approve the El Paso Electric Easement at Berino Elementary.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

	Resolution with NMDOT for GHS
	B. Ms. Irigoyen made a motion to approve Resolution with NMDOT for GHS.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

	Amend Policy CCB- Line and Staff Relations 
	C. Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to Amend Policy CCB - Line and Staff Relations.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

	Acceptance of the Superintendent’s Retirement
	D. Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s letter of retirement.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

	  
	9.  Discussion Items:  None 

	Closed Session
	10.  Mrs. Viramontes made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to 10-15-1, H-2, NMSA 1978 as amended for personnel actions and discussion of Interim Superintendent position and the real property pursuant to 10-15-1 H-8, NMSA 1978 as amended to discuss purchase of  land.   Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board went into Closed Session at 6:22 p.m.   

	Reconvene
	12.  Ms. Irigoyen made a motion to reconvene in open session.  No action was taken.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board reconvened in Open Session at 8:07 p.m.   

	Adjourn
	13.  Ms. Irigoyen made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Superintendent Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.                      


SUBMITTED BY:



        APPROVED BY:

  

____________________________________
        ______________________________________
Jennifer Viramontes, School Board Secretary
        Craig Ford, School Board President
     Minutes taken by Elisa Saénz    
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