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GADSDEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT  

PRE-REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

We encourage you to review this handbook, along with A Guide to Career Clusters and Pathways and course 

descriptions with your son/daughter concerning the requirements and course offerings. And then assist your 

child in developing a schedule for next year. 

 

Students who plan to enroll in the Gadsden Independent School District should check this handbook carefully 

before completing the pre-registration worksheet. This handbook contains information concerning registration, 

graduation requirements and A Guide to Career Clusters and Pathways which contains descriptions of each 

course and pathway taught in the high schools. Information regarding college requirements, college tests, 

financial aid, scholarships, and career objective plans may be acquired from your counselor. 

 

Students should be very careful in their selection of courses. Choice of courses at this time will determine the 

master schedule to be devised for the next school year. Requests will determine what courses will be offered 

and the number of class sections for each course. Careful course selection helps the student obtain the courses 

wanted. 

 

Parents are encouraged to use this pre-registration handbook and the Guide, to discuss and assist your child in 

the selection of courses. Your involvement in this process of course selection will greatly aid your child in 

making appropriate choices for their academic program toward graduation. Please feel free to call the school if 

you desire further information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Efren Yturralde, 

Superintendent 
 

 

 

 

Efren Yturralde 
Superintendent 
P.O. Drawer 70 

Anthony, New Mexico 88021 
(505) 882-6200 
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Planning Your Future: 
Career Pathways 

 
 
This guidebook is designed to help you select courses during your high school years that will support your future education and 

employment plans. The majority of employment opportunities that provide people with a “living wage” require specific skills and 

education beyond high school. Determining which direction to go is not always easy and at the end of your 12th grade year you will 

have lots of options. A way to look at this process is to imagine a highway system.  Presently, the road has been pre-planned for you 

and you have had very little choice in what route you take to complete this first leg of the journey. You begin school in kindergarten 

and then you complete at 12th grade. After graduation, the road branches off in many directions. Consider them on-ramps to a new 

horizon of opportunity. There is a road leading to a 4-year university, another to the military or to a Community College. Once you 

leave high school, there are plenty of options and you may find that you get on and off the “educational on-ramp” at many times in 

your life. 

 

Another choice that you may make many times in your life is deciding what you want to do with your life in terms of your career. The 

world of work is divided into broad categories called clusters, such as Education and Training or Human Services. With each cluster 

there are pathways or different categories that employ people in different occupations. For example, in Education and Training there 

are three pathways: Administration and Administrative Support, Professional Support Services, and Teaching/Training. Within the 

Teaching/Training pathway there are careers such as elementary teachers, coaches, and childcare workers. This guide contains 

information about all clusters and which courses are offered at one or more of the high schools that you can take to start working 

towards your future occupation. Some even offer the opportunity to earn credentials while you are still in high school that can help 

you get a job when you graduate. Other clusters have pathways that connect you to the Dona Ana Branch Community College while 

you are still in high school and allow you to get an early start on the advanced education you will need for your career choice. 
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The New Mexico State Education Law (HB 305) requires that every New Mexico high school student must complete a four-year plan/ 
"Next Step Plan". This plan begins at the end of the eighth grade as students are registering for the ninth grade. The plan lays out 
the courses that the student plans to take over the next four years to reach graduation requirements and college entrance 

requirements, if applicable.  
 
The mandated process for completing this form includes the involvement of: the student, the student's parents or guardian, and the 
school counselor or other school official charged with coursework planning. In the Next Step Plan, a student describes his/her goals 
related to long-term career, academic, extra-curricular, post-secondary and personal/social interest. 
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New Courses will only be offered if requested by a minimum of 15 students, for example AP Economics.  The 

Central Management Team (CMT) must approve exceptions.   
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“A” Level Performance: 90–100 

“B” Level Performance: 80–89 

“C” Level Performance: 70–79 

“D” Level Performance: 60–69 

“F” Level Performance: Below 60  

 

 

90-100  

80-89           Weighted 

70-79            

 

60-69          Not Weighted 

50-59   
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GADSDEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

 

Special Education Course Descriptions 
 

The following list of courses replaces the “Student Resource Courses – Open via a Student’s IEP” chart 

 in the district’s High School Course Descriptions handbooks. 

 

High School 
 

Program Color Key: 

 

– XXXX – 2 – 1 – XX 

LSC – 28XX – 2 – 2 – XX 

DSC – 28XX – 2 – 3 – XX 

SCC – 28XX – 2 – 4 – XX 

– XXXX – 2 – 0 – XX 

 

 
 

NOTE: 

Using a 2 in the 5
th

 digit of any general education course code in STARS 

creates a class requiring the teacher to have special education licensure 

and be highly qualified in the content area. 
 

Revised: February 22, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

21 

 
GADSDEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Special Education Course Codes 
Explanation by Digits 

November, 2010 

*SPED 

Progra

m 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 

ASC See General Ed Course Codes 

HQ in Core Area Required 

2 = Sped 

License 

Required 

1 = 

ASC 

1 – 8  = 

allows for 

repeat < 8 

times 

Varies 

according 

to 

STARS 

LSC 

2 8 X X 
See Special Education 

 Course Descriptions 

HQ not required 
 

2 = Sped 

License 

Required 
 

2 = 

LSC 

1 – 8  = 

allows for 

repeat < 8 

times 

Varies 

according 

to 

STARS 

DSC 

2 8 X X 
See Special Education 

 Course Descriptions 

HQ not required 
 

2 = Sped 

License 

Required 
 

3 = 

DSC 

1 – 8  = 

allows for 

repeat < 8 

times 

Varies 

according 

to 

STARS 

SCC 

2 8 X X 
See Special Education 

 Course Descriptions 

HQ not required 
 

2 = Sped 

License 

Required 
 

4 = 

SCC 

1 – 8  = 

allows for 

repeat < 8 

times 

Varies 

according 

to 

STARS 

ALL 
SPED 

programs 

See General Education 

 Course Descriptions - HQ required 

2 8 X X 
See Special Education Course 

Descriptions 

HQ not required 
 

2 = Sped 

License 

Required 
 

0 = All 
1 – 8  = 

allows for 

repeat < 8 

times 

Varies 

according 

to 

STARS 

 

*All courses and programs offered by the district to students without disabilities are available to students with disabilities, via an IEP, regardless of 

the special education program or programs in which an individual student may be currently placed.    
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Language Arts 

Title 
Course # 

Associated 

Program(s)* Course Description 

LA Academic Skills 1 10092112 

ASC 

HQ in Core 

Area is 

required 

(Language 

Arts) 

Study of basic language skills, based on 

Benchmarks and Performance Standards, 

integrating reading, and writing, speaking and 

listening.  Other topics are dependent on 

individual abilities.  Specific course content is 

determined individually by each student’s IEP 

goals and objectives. 

LA Academic Skills 2 10092122 

LA Academic Skills 3 10092132 

LA Academic Skills 4 10092142 

LA Academic Skills 5 10092152 

LA Academic Skills 6 10092162 

LA Academic Skills 7 10092172 

LA Academic Skills 8 10092182 

STARS MANUAL:  Communication Instruction – (Language Arts) 

Life Skills LA 1 28052215 

LSC 

HQ not 

required 

Study of basic functional language skills, 

integrating reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening.  Other topics are dependent on 

individual abilities.  Specific course content is 

determined individually by each student’s IEP 

goals and objectives. 

Life Skills LA 2 28052225 

Life Skills LA 3 28052235 

Life Skills LA 4 28052245 

Life Skills LA 5 28052255 

Life Skills LA 6 28052265 

Life Skills LA 7 28052275 

Life Skills LA 8 28052285 

Developmental Communication LA 1 28052315 

DSC 

HQ not 

required 

Focus is on increasing the student’s 

communication skills – oral expression, 

listening comprehension, reading, and writing- 

as appropriate.  Communication techniques in 

several areas (educational, social, and 

vocational) may be explored.  The course in 

individualized according to each student’s 

condition and needs. 

Developmental Communication LA 2 28052325 

Developmental Communication LA 3 28052335 

Developmental Communication LA 4 28052345 

Developmental Communication LA 5 28052355 

Developmental Communication LA 6 28052365 

Developmental Communication LA 7 28052375 

Developmental Communication LA 8 28052385 

Structured Communication LA 1 28052415 

SCC 

HQ not 

required 

Focus is on increasing the student’s 
communication skills – oral expression, 
listening comprehension, reading, and 
writing- through the use of visual symbols, 
activities, and classroom environment.  
Communication techniques in several 
areas (educational, social, and vocational) 
may be explored with the use of task 
analysis strategies for functional sequential 
use within an activity to help have a 
physical representation of visual 
boundaries and physical organization for 
the student. The course in individualized 
according to each student’s condition and 
needs.  

Structured Communication LA 2 28052425 

Structured Communication LA 3 28052435 

Structured Communication LA 4 28052445 

Structured Communication LA 5 28052455 

Structured Communication LA 6 28052465 

Structured Communication LA 7 28052475 

 

Structured Communication LA 8 

28052485 

*All courses and programs offered by the district to students without disabilities are available to students with disabilities, via an 

IEP, regardless of the program in which an individual student is placed. 
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Mathematics 

Title 
Course # 

Associated 

Program(s)* Course Description 

Math Academic Skills 1 20112111 

ASC 

HQ in Core 

Area is 

required 

(Math) 

Study of general math topics, based on 

Benchmarks and Performance Standards, such as 

arithmetic using rational numbers, numeration 

systems, place value, basic geometry, and the 

application of these skills to real world problems 

and situations.  Specific course content is 

determined individually by each student’s IEP 

goals and objectives. 

Math Academic Skills 2 20112121 

Math Academic Skills 3 20112131 

Math Academic Skills 4 20112141 

Math Academic Skills 5 20112151 

Math Academic Skills 6 20112161 

Math Academic Skills 7 20112171 

Math Academic Skills 8 20112181 

STARS MANUAL:  Special Resources – (Mathematics) 

Life Skills Math 1 28022215 

LSC 

HQ not 

required 

Study of general functional math topics, such as 

arithmetic using rational numbers, numeration 

systems and place value, basic geometry, basic 

statistics, and apply these skills to real world 

problems and situations.  Specific course content is 

determined individually by each student’s IEP 

goals and objectives. 

Life Skills Math 2 28022225 

Life Skills Math 3 28022235 

Life Skills Math 4 28022245 

Life Skills Math 5 28022255 

Life Skills Math 6 28022265 

Life Skills Math 7 28022275 

Life Skills Math 8 28022285 

Developmental Communication Math 1 28022315 

DSC 

HQ not 

required 

Focus is on increasing the student’s functioning in 

and awareness of math and numeration skills with 

or without support– number identification, basic 

math skills.  Educational & social applications may 

be explored.  The course in individualized 

according to each student’s condition and needs. 

Developmental Communication Math 2 28022325 

Developmental Communication Math 3 28022335 

Developmental Communication Math 4 28022345 

Developmental Communication Math 5 28022355 

Developmental Communication Math 6 28022365 

Developmental Communication Math 7 28022375 

Developmental Communication Math 8 28022385 

Structured Communication Math 1 28022415 

SCC 

HQ not 

required 

Study of general math topics, based on Benchmarks and 

Performance Standards, such as arithmetic using rational 

numbers, numeration systems, place value, basic 

geometry, and the application of these skills to real 

world problems and situations- through the use of visual 

symbols, visual activities, and the structured classroom 

environment.  Specific course content is determined 

individually by each student’s IEP goals and objectives. 

Structured Communication Math 2 28022425 

Structured Communication Math 3 28022435 

Structured Communication Math 4 28022445 

Structured Communication Math 5 28022455 

Structured Communication Math 6 28022465 

Structured Communication Math 7 28022475 

Structured Communication Math 8 28022485 

 

*All courses and programs offered by the district to students without disabilities are available to students with disabilities, via an 

IEP, regardless of the program in which an individual student is placed. 
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Science 

Title 
Course # 

Associated 

Program(s)* Course Description 

General Science Academic Skills 1 

17002110 

ASC 

HQ in Core 

Area is 

required 

(Science) 

Course introduces student sot general topics 

including but not limited to earth science, space 

science, physical science, and life science.  Topics 

dependent on individual abilities. 

Earth Science Academic Skills 2 

17012120 

Course addresses the earth’s environment on earth 

and in space.  May also explore oceanography, 

geology, astronomy, meteorology, and geography.  

Topics dependent on individual abilities. 

Geology Academic Skills 3 

17022130 

Course involves the study of the forces that formed 

and continue to affect the earth’s surface.  

Earthquakes, volcanoes, and erosion are examples 

of topics.  Topics dependent on individual abilities. 

Astronomy Academic Skills 4 

17612140 

Course involves the study of the solar system, 

stars, and galaxies.  Topics dependent on individual 

abilities. 

STARS MANUAL:  Community Living – (Science) 

Life Skills General Science 1 28032215 

LSC 

HQ not 

required 

Course introduces students to general topics 

including but not limited to earth science, space 

science, physical science, life science, 

oceanography, geology, astronomy, meteorology, 

geography, earthquakes, volcanoes, erosion, the 

solar system, stars, and galaxies.  Topics dependent 

on individual abilities. Specific course content is 

determined individually by each student’s IEP 

goals and objectives. 

Life Skills General Science 2 28032225 

Life Skills General Science 3 28032235 

Life Skills General Science 4 28032245 

Life Skills General Science 5 28032255 

Life Skills General Science 6 28032265 

Life Skills General Science 7 28032275 

Life Skills General Science 8 28032285 

Developmental Communication General Science 1 28032315 

DSC 

HQ not 

required 

Instruction provides the skills necessary for 

independent functioning in and awareness of the 

surrounding community and environment with or 

without support.  Topics may also include, but are 

not limited to, exploring the world of plants, 

animals, weather, oceans, and health. Specific 

course content is determined individually by each 

student’s IEP goals and objectives 

Developmental Communication General Science 2 28032325 
Developmental Communication General Science 3 28032335 
Developmental Communication General Science 4 28032345 
Developmental Communication General Science 5 28032355 
Developmental Communication General Science 6 28032365 
Developmental Communication General Science 7 28032375 
Developmental Communication General Science 8 28032385 
Structured Communication General Science 1 28032415 

SCC 

HQ not 

required 

Course introduces students to general topics including 

but not limited to earth science, space science, physical 

science, life science, oceanography, geology, astronomy, 

meteorology, geography, earthquakes, volcanoes, 

erosion, the solar system, stars, and galaxies - through 

the use of visual symbols, visual activities, and the 

structured classroom environment.  Topics dependent on 

individual abilities. 

Emphasizes the use of visual symbols to appropriately 

communicate and behave in several areas (educational, 

social, and vocational).  Specific course content is 

determined individually by each student’s IEP goals and 

objectives 

Structured Communication General Science 2 28032425 
Structured Communication General Science 3 28032435 
Structured Communication General Science 4 28032445 
Structured Communication General Science 5 28032455 
Structured Communication General Science 6 28032465 
Structured Communication General Science 7 28032475 
Structured Communication General Science 8 

  28032485 

 

*All courses and programs offered by the district to students without disabilities are available to students with disabilities, via an 

IEP, regardless of the program in which an individual student is placed. 
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Social Studies 

 

Title 
Course # 

Associated 

Program(s)* Course Description 

Principles of Democracy/ Geography  

Academic Skills 3 

 

27392110 

 

ASC 

HQ in Core 

Area is 

required 

(Social 

Studies) 

Study of the basics of United States history since the Civil War.  

Includes U.S. Geography.  Topics dependent on individual 

abilities. 

US History Academic / Geography Skills 1 
27292120 

Study of the basic turning points in world history from the 18th 

Century to the Present.  Includes World Geography.  Topics 
dependent on individual abilities. 

World History /Geography Academic Skills 2 

27062130 

Study of the basic structure of national, state, and local U.S. 

Government.  The purpose of the course is to prepare students 

to perform effectively as informed citizens.  Topics dependent 
on individual abilities. 

NM History / Geography Academic Skills 4 
27172140 

Study of the basic historical, cultural, economic, and political 

history of New Mexico.  Includes New Mexico geography.  
Topics dependent on individual abilities. 

STARS MANUAL:  Social Development – (Social Studies) 

Life Skills Social Studies 1 28062215 

LSC 

HQ not 

required 

Course teaches students the social skills needed for 

independent functioning within the community.  

Topics include aspects of NM History, World 

History, US Government, and US History.  

Emphasizes appropriate situational behavior, how 

to interact with others, and maintain relationships. 

Specific course content is determined individually 

by each student’s IEP goals and objectives 

Life Skills Social Studies 2 28062225 

Life Skills Social Studies 3 28062235 

Life Skills Social Studies 4 28062245 

Life Skills Social Studies 5 28062255 

Life Skills Social Studies 6 28062265 

Life Skills Social Studies 7 28062275 

Life Skills Social Studies 8 28062285 
Developmental Communication Social Studies 1 28062315 

DSC 

HQ not 

required 

Course teaches students the social skills needed for 

independent functioning within the community.  

Topics may include self-control, self-expression, 

obeying rules, and decision-making.  Emphasizes 

appropriate situational behavior, how to interact 

with others, and maintain relationships.  Students 

may develop independence, self-confidence, and 

self-reliance.  Specific course content is determined 

individually by each student’s IEP goals and objectives 

Developmental Communication Social Studies 2 28062325 
Developmental Communication Social Studies 3 28062335 
Developmental Communication Social Studies 4 28062345 
Developmental Communication Social Studies 5 28062355 
Developmental Communication Social Studies 6 28062365 
Developmental Communication Social Studies 7 28062375 
Developmental Communication Social Studies 8 28062385 

Structured Communication Social Studies 1 28062415 

SCC 

HQ not 

required 

Course teaches students the social skills needed for 

independent functioning within the community-

through various teaching strategies which may 

include but are not limited to visual symbols, social 

stories, visual activities, and a structured classroom 

environment.  Topics may include self-control, 

self-expression, obeying rules, and decision-

making. Specific course content is determined 

individually by each student’s IEP goals and objectives 

Structured Communication Social Studies 2 28062425 
Structured Communication Social Studies 3 28062435 
Structured Communication Social Studies 4 28062445 
Structured Communication Social Studies 5 28062455 
Structured Communication Social Studies 6 28062465 
Structured Communication Social Studies 7 28062475 
Structured Communication Social Studies 8 28062485 

 

*All courses and programs offered by the district to students without disabilities are available to students with disabilities, via an 

IEP, regardless of the program in which an individual student is placed. 
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Mobility Instruction 

Title 
Course # 

Associated 

Program(s)* Course Description 

STARS MANUAL:  Mobility Instruction  

Mobility Instruction 1 28042015 

All Programs 

HQ not 

required 

Course designed to improve a student’s ability to 

move about and communicate within the 

surrounding community (school, neighborhood, 

workplace, and city or town).  Student may be 

exposed to and assisted in several types of 

situations to improve mobility and increase the 

available response options. Specific course content 

is determined individually by each student’s IEP 

goals and objectives 

Mobility Instruction 2 28042025 

Mobility Instruction 3 28042035 

Mobility Instruction 4 28042045 

Mobility Instruction 5 28042055 

Mobility Instruction 6 28042065 

Mobility Instruction 7 28042075 

Mobility Instruction 8 28042085 

 

 Adaptive PE  

Title 
Course # 

Associated 

Program(s)* Course Description 

Adaptive PE 1 23162010 
All Programs 

HQ in Core 

Area is 

required 

(Adaptive 

Physical 

Education) 

Physical activities adapted to meet specific 

physical fitness needs.  May be taken to meet the 

high school PE graduation requirement. 
Adaptive PE 2 23162020 

Adaptive PE 3 23162030 

Adaptive PE 4 23162040 

Adaptive PE 5 23162050 

Adaptive PE 6 23162060 

Adaptive PE 7 23162070 

Adaptive PE 8 23162080 

 

Work Study / Vocational Studies 

Title 
Course # 

Associated 

Program(s)* Course Description 

Career Exploration 1 16042000 

All Programs 

HQ in Core 

Area is 

required 

Course helps students identify and evaluate 

personal goals, priorities, aptitudes, and interests in 

the pursuit of effective career decision –making.  

Includes sources of employment information, job 

seeking, interview techniques, applications and 

resumes, and the skills needed to remain and 

advance within the workplace.  May be taken more 

than once. 

Work Study Campus 1 16062010 

All Programs 

HQ in Core 

Area is 

required 

Course provides general CAMPUS-BASED work 

experience and emphasizes career guidance, job 

search, application, and employability skills 

(including refining academic and job skills and 

developing positive work attitudes). 

Pre-requisite:  Course Career Exploration 1 

16042000 

Work Study Campus 2 16062020 

Work Study Campus 3 16062031 

Work Study Campus 4 16062041 

Work Study Campus 5 16062050 

Work Study Campus 6 16062060 

Work Study Campus 7 16062070 

Work Study Campus 8 16062080 

Work Experience 1 16062014 

All Programs 

HQ in Core 

Area is 

required 

Course provides general COMMUNITY-BASED 

work experience and emphasizes career guidance, 

job search, application, and employability skills 

(including refining academic and job skills and 

developing work attitudes). 

Pre-requisite: Course Career Exploration 1 

16042000 

Work Experience 2 16062024 

Work Experience 3 16062034 

Work Experience 4 16062044 

Work Experience 5 16062054 

Work Experience 6 16062064 

Work Experience 7 16062074 

Work Experience 8 16062084 

STARS MANUAL:  Work Study 

*All courses and programs offered by the district to students without disabilities are available to students with disabilities, via an 

IEP, regardless of the program in which an individual student is placed. 
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Work Study / Vocational Studies cont. 

Title Course # 
Associated 

Program(s)* Course Description 

LSC Career Exploration 1 28082205 

LSC 

DSC 

SCC 

HQ not 

required 

Course focuses on identifying and evaluating 

personal goals, priorities, aptitudes, and interests in 

the pursuit of effective career decision – making.  

Focus of students’ functional skills in order to be 

aware of areas such as sources of employment 

information, job seeking, interview techniques, 

applications and resumes, and the skills needed to 

remain and advance within the workplace.  May be 

taken more than once. 

Work Study JTP 1 28082215 

LSC 

DSC  

SCC 

HQ not 

required 

 

Course offers work experience in a simulated work 

environment at a campus site. Work Study JTP 2 28082225 

Work Study JTP 3 28082235 

Work Study JTP 4 28082245 

Work Study JTP 5 28082255 

Work Study JTP 6 28082265 

Work Study JTP 7 28082275 

Work Study JTP 8 28082285 

 

*All courses and programs offered by the district to students without disabilities are available to students with disabilities, via an 

IEP, regardless of the program in which an individual student is placed. 
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