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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

AVANCE-NEW MEXICO

AND

Gadsden Independent School District
AVANCE is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization whose main purpose is to strengthen and support educationally disadvantaged families with small children. Our mission is to unlock America's potential by strengthening families in at-risk communities through effective parent education and support programs.

AVANCE Parent-Child program prepares children birth to age three for lifelong success by educating parents to be their child's first teacher. AVANCE represents an opportunity to impact: reduction in child and adult isolation and mental depression; increase in self-esteem and self-confidence; reduction in child abuse and domestic violence; increase in school readiness, academic success, high school graduation, and college enrollment; and, increase in income and economic stability.

The fundamental service of the AVANCE Parent-Child Education Program is the nine month span of weekly classes for parents during which 27 Bilingual lessons are taught. The general topic areas include 1) Overview of Parenting, 2) Physical Needs of the Young Child, 3) Childhood Illnesses, 4) Understanding Children’s Behavior, 5) Cognitive and Language Development, 6) Emotional Needs of Children, 7) Social Needs of Children, 8) Self Awareness and Goals Setting, 9) Nutrition and the Young Child, and 10) Prenatal and Infant Needs. These lessons have been developed by AVANCE and proven effective over the years to teach parents how to become their child’s first teacher. These lessons also:

· help parents make sound decisions concerning their children’s physical, social, emotional, and cognitive needs

· raise their level of hopefulness for themselves and their children

· increase the value of education

· teach parents how and why they should read to their children on a daily basis

· improve their self-worth

· enhance their value of their children and the special potential possessed by them

· improve their ability to adequately provide for healthy children growth and development and

· program parents and their children are success

The AVANCE program is a two-generational approach focused on the family and centered on the child. Parents and their children both benefit from participation.  While the parent is attending parenting classes, the child is enrolled in an early childhood development center that provides a stimulating and caring environment.  
I.
 The purpose of this Community Partnership Agreement is to formally establish a cooperative relationship between AVANCE-New Mexico and Gadsden Independent School District to facilitate quality programming for children and their families.

II. 
Scope of Work

A. Responsibilities of AVANCE's Parent-Child Education Program:

1. Provide a Parent-Child Education Program for 27 weeks to families and their children.

2. Provide three Early Childhood Assistants for Children's Program.

         

3. Provide one Parent Educator for Parenting Program.



4. Provide one Home Visitor to conduct home visits at Participants
                              homes.

5. Provide recruitment, distribute flyers and enroll families in the AVANCE Program.

6. Provide educational supplies for children's and parenting program.

7. Provide children's furnishing (ie: infant's high chair, port-a-crib, etc. at sites without

    furniture.

8. Provide coffee for parents and morning snack to children.

9. Loan graduation children's gowns day of graduation ceremony.

10. Provide refreshments at graduation ceremony.

11. Provide some transportation to those parents attending AVANCE classes at their

      designated school site.

12.When appropriate refer families to local providers for information and referrals.
B. Responsibilities of Gadsden Independent School District:

1. Provide two suitable rooms for Children's and Parent Program.

2. When appropriate, provide storage for supplies and equipment at each program site.

3. School Staff and Parent Ambassadors to assist with Recruitment of families by

    allowing AVANCE to host table event during Parent-Conference Day, or other School

                                 events. 

4. Support of personnel at each designated AVANCE location. (Desert View Elementary, 

    Mesquite Elementary, Sunrise Elementary, and Desert Pride Academy.
5. When appropriate, provide coffee, paper goods, and refreshments for participants at 
    each school site during class time.

6. Provide perspective AVANCE site (s) as a place to hold graduation ceremonies.

7. School Staff and Parent Ambassadors to provide assistance with graduation
    preparations and refreshments.
C. Responsibilities of Both Parties

Both parties agree to execute the necessary forms and releases that may be required to facilitate the open exchange of participants’ information between the two organizations.

III.
Terms and Termination

Once signed, this agreement is in effect and shall continue until such time that either party terminates by providing thirty days of notice of intent to terminate such agreement.

IV. 
This community partnership agreement represents the entire agreement and may be modified by a written amendment signed and dated by both parties. Disputes concerning the implementation or interpretation of this agreement shall be resolved through discussion between key staff of the two organizations and shall be the sole remedy for resolutions of such disputes.
Signed:

AVANCE-New Mexico




Gadsden Independent School District

_____________________________________

  ________________________________

Jesse Herrera                                           Date                               Efren Yturralde                                 Date            
Chief Operations Officer                                                               Superintendent
___________________________________

Josie Ramirez, MSW, MPH
        Date                            


Regional Director
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